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1

Check the website for cancelations 
due to weather.

It is up-to-the-minute information
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1) Check the website for cancelations due to weather.
It is up-to-the-minute information

2) Signup for email with material and announcements for the class
using flocknote.  Check spam if you are not getting them

3)     Please use the NEW AMERICAN BIBLE with Revised New Testament
We will follow the divisions set by the NAB
We will refer to the footnotes found in the NAB
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1)Flocknote by your email
2)How to sign up
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Purchasing a bible or using your own

$20 $5 $35 
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January 9 – Introductory Class – Overview of Matthew

January 16 – The Proclamation of the Kingdom (3:1-7:29)

January 23 – The Ministry and Mission in Galilee (8:1-11:1)

January 30 – The Opposition from Israel (11:2-13:53)

February 6 – Jesus, the Kingdom, and the Church (13:54-18:35)

February 13 – Ministry in Judea and Jerusalem (19:1-25:46)
** In Infancy Narrative and the Passion and Resurrection are treated in other classes.
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Pericope – an extract from the text, especially a passage from the Bible

Mt 4:1-17                 or Mt 4, 1-17

(Book Chapter : Beginning Verse – Last Verse)
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Verse 1-11

1) footnote  “*”

2) cross reference  “a”
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Verse 1-11.  footnote  “*”
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Verse 1-11 2) cross reference  “a”
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The 3 “H’s”
Head – know who? What? Where? When?  Know 
the facts. Read the footnotes.  Read a commentary.  
Can you summarize the text without looking at it?

Heart – Understand the why?  Find the meaning 
and the Spirit of the text. Read spiritual writers.

Hands – So what does this mean for me?
What am I to do? To know? To get out of it?
Listen to the Spirit and make the connection to your 
life.
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1) It differs from the Letters of Paul, the Psalms and the Book of 
Leviticus.

2) There are characters, minor and major and we get caught up in 
story.

3) The narrative is used to communicate the sayings of Jesus.
It is not a biography of Jesus by today’s standards.
It is the communication of the faith of the people.

4) The basic outline has sections of healing, teaching, parables.
5) The story is moved along by key phrases.

Then …., When he saw the crowds …. At that time … Moving 
on from there …  The next day….  On that day …  After 6 days 
…. 
It is not a diary of the three years of Jesus.
The text does not describe the three years of active ministry.
He does a lot of the same things in one day.
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68 Miles from Sea of 
Galilee to Jerusalem

Nazareth

13 14
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Matthew’s Gospel presents Jesus as coming from the Jewish 
Tradition.

The Story of Jesus is linked to the history of Israel.
Jesus is seen as the new Moses and great teacher of the Law
Frequent Old Testament quotes.
Concern with Jewish law and customs.
Sharp criticism of Jewish leaders and their failure to lead a life 
of holiness.

YET - Jewish Jesus is Messiah for the whole world, not just Jews.
He fulfills the hopes of the Jews and extends the offer of 
salvation to the world.

Matthew will insist that the touchstone of authentic repentance will be good deeds.
John and Jesus challenge the leaders to produce good fruit as their evidence 
of repentance. 
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The image of the disciples improve
Mark.4:13 - Jesus said to them, “Do you not understand 

this parable? Then how will you understand any of the 
parables?

Matthew 13:51 - Do you understand* all these things?” 
They answered, “Yes.”

Parable of weeds & wheat (13:24-30; explained in 13:36-43; 
only in Matthew)

Matthew's Gospel improves on Mark's Greek grammar and 
writing style: Matthew makes some stories less wordy and 
repetitive than in Mark
Matthew will insist that the touchstone of authentic repentance will be good deeds.

John and Jesus challenge the leaders to produce good fruit as their evidence 
of repentance. 
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1.First Discourse: "Sermon on the Mount": 
Matt 5–7

2.Second Discourse: "Missionary Instructions": 
Matt 10

3.Third Discourse: "Collection of Parables": 
Matt 13

4.Fourth Discourse: "Community Instructions": 
Matt 18

5.Fifth Discourse: "Sermon on Eschatology": 
Matt 23–25
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The Infancy Narrative (1:1-2:23)

The Proclamation of the Kingdom (3:1-7:29)

The Ministry and Mission in Galilee (8:1-11:1)

The Opposition from Israel (11:2-13:53)

Jesus, the Kingdom, and the Church (13:54-
18:35)

Ministry in Judea and Jerusalem (19:1-25:46)

The Passion and Resurrection (26:1-28:20)
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13
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Read Matthew 3:1-7-29
Read the footnotes
watch any cross references

Read them from the head, heart, hands

Take a notebook, write your reactions and 
questions to each of the pericopes. 
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